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The Changing Spatial Patterns of Aging Population in Korea

Jae-Heon Choi* - Hyun Wi Yoon**

Qi ste) A3 A FE EARE Aol olF flaf iRl ARkl 5L VAT
I, AFRIE] 2E WBkE A EA o' sofetglon] QI AE S wilste] Ay
= sllAskalet. 19805 E 5 kel e Qle] ol upebA] eh=ie] 16371 A H5E aE A,
Ardo A AlZIER S1Q1Re] ol S AEH 1980 E LT ShAt
Slof AP aL, 199510l AFARS], 20009 00= ZrF AR o] Z1]1510] 201010 80712} A Ho] 21
AFslell AYsEATt. 79 Bl EANFRL; QS 7RET} L WAE Rt &, EAIS] PR A
FRAHEO] B, QST WEaE T WSS w2 B UERSIH. 20101 7]
.

gl
B
k!
o,
>
fots
u
-
S
ol
pach
+
R
12
_124.

%3 &
Fo2 4u tEAeh FAEAL] 59 TYohALSlo] HAT EAI7 R HHA tyolEA o] Py
ZmYABlo] AYHch, AA5zoIA PABRT THATE BAKo] gl A0 2 shote]g)

FR0] 1 QAT LGS, A, 2IPARS], A RITe] TR

Abstract : This paper intends to examine spatial patterns and regional variations of aging population in
Korea based on census data for 163 areas during 1980-2010. It briefly investigates general characteristics of
aging population in Korea from previous studies and clarifies spatial patterns of aging process at regional
level with reference of population growth rate at different time periods. Cities in Korea are classified into
several stages including aging society, aged society and super-aged society according to the percentages of
aging population out of total population every five years. At the regional scale, the stage of aging society
was revealed from 1980, while the stage of aged society was shown from 1995 and super-aged society was
entered from 2000 in Korea. Eighty cities in the analysis were shown at the stage of super-aged society in
2010.

The portions of aging population are highly related to city size and population growth rate. For
instance, the cities both in small size and with low population growth rate are revealing high percentage of
aging population. As of 2010, most rural areas are staged into super-aged society, while most cities within
Seoul metropolitan area and mid-sized cities are kept in the stage of aging society. At regional scale, there

are no significant statistical correlations between total fertility rate and aging population.

Key Words : aging population, aging society, aged society, super-aged society, spatial patterns of aging
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Figure 1. Periodical changes of total population, aged population and young population.
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Source' Population Census, recompiled by author,
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Table 1. Changes of aging population, X &3I2171 0|
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Table 2. Periodical changes of aged Population, =% =A| 1217 50|

v 3 A 1980 1985 1990 1995 2000 2005 2010
7~14% o)A} TA| 11 61 96 77 58 51 53
At 73 8.1 9.7 10.7 10.3 9.5 9.9
Ik 14~20% o1 =A] - - - 37 43 36 26
o g - - - 16.1 16.7 17.2 16.7
20% o)A EA] - - - - 29 61 80
Bt - - - - 22,0 26,5 287

Source: Population Census each Year, recompiled by author,

Note: All region is assumed to be cities,

Table 3. Level of aged population by size of city. A2 T&HsteZ

(The number of cities, average percentage of aged population)
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v (3.0%) (3.1%) (5.2%) (4.1%) (5.0%) (6.4%) (8.6%)

10~50F 4 17 30 33 41 47 48
v (4.8%) (5.5%) (8.7%) (7.9%) (9.0%) (10.9) (12.6)

s~ 10t 6 37 47 46 48 42 39
v (6.1%) (7.4%) (9.0%) (11,9%) (16.0%) (19.7) (23.3%)

253} 1 7 20 34 41 48 48
- (5.3%) (7.3%) (10.3%) (14.1%) (18.1%) (25.1%) (29.2%)

Note: 1) The numbers in parentheses are average percentage of aged population,

2) All region is assumed to be cities,
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characteristics of population, economy, culture, rural area in each region,

2) This result excluded seven large metropolitan cities.
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