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Constructing a Heterotopia of Migrant Space:
‘Weekend Flat’ of Filipino Migrant Care-givers in Tel Aviv, Israel
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Abstract : This article aims to reveal the ways in which a “space of difference” is produced and interpret the
space as a heterotopic space, drawing the case of Filipino elderly care-givers in Israel. The in-betweens and
temporariness of the migrants’experiences in the Israeli society lead to the creation of a heterotopic space.
Paying attention to their particular life rhychm as live-in care-givers, namely weekdays-workplace and
weekend-flat, this article explores how the migrant care-givers build their own society through a variety of
spatial practices and multiple social relations based on the flat. In making the flat a perfect form of a lifestyle
for their own, the migrants inscribe their presence in the flat in unique ways for different purposes, in a way
different to that which surrounds it. However, the structure of flat not only signifies the migrants’ marginal-
ity but also reflects the challenging position. The flat has functions in relation to all other space that remains,
even if such connection often creates effects of contrast and difference. In this light, the flat is not merely an

alienated and circumscibed exotic migrant enclave but a heterotopic space which is dynamically constructed
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in relation to other sites in the wider societal order.

Key Words : Filipino migrant workers, Isracl, heterotopia, weekend flat, boundary-making, space and time
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